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Mirror Knife Edge
Catalogue Number
LH 714

Artwork Type
Sculpture Summary

Date
1977

Dimensions
artwork: 534.5 × 721.1 × 363.1 cm

Medium
bronze

Ownership
edition summary - see individual casts for ownership

More Information
Edition summary Bronze edition of 1 Plaster destroyed The architect I.M. Pei asked me to make a sculpture for his new 
extension to the National Gallery in Washington. When we had to decide, he came to my studio with photographs, plans 
and scale drawings of the building and suggestions of where he thought a sculpture could be placed. This was at the 
entrance to the new building. We both agreed that whatever sculpture it was, it would have to be on a very big scale, 
otherwise it would look like somebody going in and out of the gallery. After some consideration we both thought that an 
existing sculpture, the Knife-Edge Two Piece, would be the right idea if made big enough, but we both agreed that if it 
were the other way round, that is, a mirror image of itself, it would suit better the entrance because people could go 
through it into the gallery, whereas the other way they would be running into the wall. I thought it was a good experiment 
for me to have to do a sculpture as a mirror image. This was done and I think successfully.... Henry Moore in a 1980 audio 
recording with David Mitchinson, HMF Archive


