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by HERBERT READ

Starting out from the normal conception of art established by the
classical tradition, Herbert Read shows how this conception was
gradually changed by the historians, philosophers and critics of
the nineteenth century: how the artists themselves reacted
to the new conception of art, and once released from the academic
canons, experimented on the basis of the wide knowledge of the
subject gathered together by the science of art, He then shows
how the various manifestations of modern art may be groupedinto
four categories, each with its distinct theoretical basis. In the end
the whole subject has been covered, and an explanation, if not a
justification, provided for every type of contemporary artistic
activity.
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