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Henry Moore Exhibitions - Detailed Report

21 January 2017 - 07 May 2017
Venues
The Lightbox, Woking

Exhibition Title
2017 Woking, The Lightbox, Henry Moore: Sculpting from Nature

More Information
Henry Moore was inspired by the natural world that surrounded 
him. Moore’s childhood memories of exploring the Yorkshire dales 
and playing on coal slagheaps contributed to his appreciation of 
both the rural English countryside and its juxtaposition with 
industrial Britain. From a young age, Moore collected natural or 
‘found’ objects including bones, skulls, flint stones, driftwood and 
shells which he kept in an orderly ‘library of natural forms’. The 
exhibition will showcase how these organic shapes were 
repeatedly used by Moore, even in the creation of some of his 
most iconic figurative work. Henry Moore used this ‘library of 
natural forms’ to inform and inspire his transformative working 

process which involved many stages, often not following a linear pattern. A single flint might inspire a series of sketches, 
or else be incorporated into a maquette through the addition of plasticine. ‘Sculpting from Nature’, will give visitors new 
insight into Moore’s methods by displaying finished works alongside over 100 of the found objects that inspired them, and 
the various working models that demonstrate how his sculptural ideas evolved.


